ON SPEAKING THE TRUTH                         97
to veracity than a training in scientific method or a
discipline in the art ,of thinking. Ignorance, inability
to use our minds are not the only causes of inveracity.
If education was a cure for it, the educated would not
lie. But they do so, possibly more than the un-
educated, certainly more ingeniously and persuasively.
The intellect is powerful; but it is also weak. "Quarry
the granite rock with razors or moor the vessel with
a thread of silk; then may you hope with such keen
and delicate instruments as human knowledge and
human reason to contend against these giants, the
passion and the pride of man."1 All our techniques
fail in the critical hour. The scientist, the German
Gelehrte, the classical scholar, the master of logic,
have only a precarious foothold on the solid rock and
lose it easily when the flood of self-interest or emotion
pours down. We have to deal with a moral disease,
revealing itself by intellectual symptoms.
Veracity, like other virtues, can only rest firmly on
a foundation of absolute value. It is secure only in
moments when we feel, like Plato, that truth has the
same quality as the highest beauty of nature and the
greatest works of art; or when we believe that it is
commanded or desired by God, or that it belongs to
the world of transcendent reality. Then untruth, like
every other form of the ugly or the unreal, gives us
no permanent satisfaction. Truth itself may be beyond
our knowledge or vision^ but at least we shall desire to
see and tell it. And we shall be saved from the two
1 John Henry Newman, On the Szope a&l Jtistwe of
University Education, c. 4.